Saline Majorettes win TWO NATIONAL TITLES
The Saline Majorettes Competition team competed July 20th at the National Baton Twirling Association National competition held at Notre Dame University. The team for the 3rd year competed in the High School Championships and was twice as successful in 2010. The team comprised of 2010 graduate Conner Potter, Seniors Haley Williams, Sarah O’Brien, Junior Chrissy Houle, Sophomore Dana Kalem, and Freshman Amber Reed won the High School Dance Twirl Championship as well as the Halftime team Championship.  The team championships mark their 3rd national title to date. The team presented their awards to the Marching band at pre-camp held last week. 
The Saline Twirlettes were equally successful winning 3 top ten placements in team competition. The Junior Dance Twirl team comprised of Sarah O’Brien, Amber Reed, Mariah Austin, Dana Kalem, Natalie Haubenstricker, Kaylynn Austin, Christine Cauley and Jordan Caldwell, won a 2nd place award in the Beg. Jr. Small dance twirl category.  This was the first time this team competed together at this level. The newcomer team of  Christine Cauley, Jordan Caldwell, Amanda Coy, Andrea Doa, Erin Evans,  Natalie Haubenstricker, Colleen Issel,  and Julie Palmer won an 8th place award in the Beg. 
Pre-teen Dance Twirl Team category. This was a very good placement since this was 5 members first national competition.

In the Senior Halftime category the team placed 5th overall which was a huge success. The team just came together in the last few weeks and was thrilled with these results. The team was comprised of Stacey Girbach, Conner Potter, Haley Williams, Sarah O’Brien, Chrissy Houle, Dana Kalem and Amber Reed.  

Advanced Twirlers were invited to join other nationally ranked twirlers to form a team called New Alliance. The team reached an 11th placed finish. Members from Twirlettes are Conner Potter, Haley, Williams, Chrissy Houle and Stacey Girbach along with Virginia twirler Harlie Dale and Ohio Twirler Toriane Graal.  

The Twirlettes had equal success in individual events.   The team brought home 43 Top ten medals and 4 national titles.  Saline Junior Chrissy Houle won the “TEAM MEMBER OF THE YEAR contest’ Chrissy represented the Twirlettes at the Grand team finals and was announced at the BIG SHOW.  Saline 8th grader, Natalie Haubenstricker won the Beginner Strut division; Amanda Coy won the Novice flag as well as Julie Palmer who won Novice National Flag title.  
Advanced twirlers competed against the nation’s best.  Stacey Girbach, won a 7th place in advanced solo and strut. Stacey will take these skills to the University of Michigan next year where she will twirl with the Michigan marching band.  Conner Potter competed in the Collegiate Championships representing Eastern Michigan University where she will twirl this fall. Conner placed 2nd in 3-baton, 6th in duet with Sister Jessica, and 10th in Advanced 2-baton.  Senior Haley Williams won a 10th place  duet medal with partner Colleen Issel along with a 11th in strutting.  Chrissy Houle won a 6th in strut and show twirl and 4th in 2-baton.  

Intermediate twirlers had a good showing as well. Saline Sophomore Dana Kalem won a 9th in 2-baton, Amber Reed placed 10th in the Intermediate National Pre-teen pageant by earning a 9th in pageant solo.  Amber also placed 4th in solo, 3rd in 2-baton, 3rd in strut.  Sarah O’Brien, Saline senior, won 3rd overall in the Intermediate Senior National pageant. She won this overall placement by winning 3rd in strut and 4th in solo. Sarah also won a 5th in solo.  Tecumseh Senior, Mariah Austin won a 2nd in 2-baton, while Kaylynn Austin also won 2nd in 2-baton.  Adrian resident, Jordan Caldwell won a 4th in Intermediate flag solo.  Amanda Coy won a 6th in 2-baton, 7th in team member of year, 3rd in strut, 3rd in show twirl, 11th in solo and placed 9th overall in the Beginner Juvenile National pageant.  This was Amanda’s 2nd national competition.

Beginner Twirler Natalie Haubenstricker did very well at her 2nd national competition. She won a 2nd place in the pageant strut in the Beginner Pre-teen national pageant.  Saline Freshman Christine Cauley won a 10th in flag.  Erin Evans had a successful first national competition.  Erin won a 5th in 2-baton , 10th in strutting, and 7th in flag.  
In the Novice division, Colleen Issel did well at her first national contest by winning 2nd in novice solo, 2-baton and flag solo. This was quite an accomplishment.  Julie Palmer earned a 6th in novice strut, where Andrea Doa won 10th in  solo and 7th in strutting. 
Overall the team was quite proud of their 5 twirlers who competed at nationals for the first time in individual and team events. These young ladies were; Erin Evans, Colleen Issel,  Andrea Doa, Julie Palmer and Christine Cauley.   

Overall, the team was pleased with their results and quite an accomplishment after many hours of training all year and especially this summer. The Twirlettes performed at Saline Summerfest and Dexter Daze this month. Further the team can be seen at the Ypsilanti Heritage Parade, Chelsea Fair Parade, and Saline Fair parade yet this month. The team will be pleased to follow their college twirlers this fall who will be at both Washtenaw County universities. Jessica and Conner Potter will be feature twirlers at Eastern Michigan University and open their season on September 4th as well as Nathan Magyar and  Stacey Girbach at the University of Michigan. The Twirlettes will be accepting students for the fall term. Log onto www.salinetwirlettes.org for more information. 
