The Saline Twirlettes

Kids to Nationals 
Handbook
KTN Mission Statement
Kids to Nationals is a group of highly committed and accomplished twirlers who want to perform on the national level, develop team ,  more advanced individual skills, and pursue team experiences and  opportunities.  KTN twirlers give this team top priority and commit themselves to a unified goal.  Our focus will be to excel both as individuals and as a team. Team members must practice on their own and show a strong, positive interest in baton twirling and their team. KTN twirlers set a standard for other Saline Twirlettes now and in the future.  These twirlers have a love of twirling and work together to become the best twirlers they can be. They help teammates by encouraging and pushing each other to work hard, improving skills and growing as a team. 
The KTN Team was established in 1997 to provide a higher level of training and competition to twirlers wanting to dedicate more to the sport. 

KTN commitment will be made for returning KTN members in September of each year. A non-refundable commitment fee ($125) will be paid by November 1st.   This commitment will be from September-July 31st of the following year. Making this commitment allows teams to be formed, practices set throughout the year, classes set, and performances scheduled. All new KTN will be asked to commit by mid January.   A $175 non-refundable fee will be due at the time of the meeting. 

Tryouts will be held for all teams. Director and staff will make placements and decisions. All decisions are final.  Members that are not placed on a team may still compete as an individual member and are expected to follow all KTN guidelines.  It is understood that a higher level of participation is required for both twirlers and parents.  Practices are closed except for the last class of the month. Parents may observe at that time.
Attendance Policy
The Saline KTN Teams can only be successful when all of its members are present and on time for practices and performances. ALL performances/ practices/classes/private lessons are mandatory.
A parent/guardian must excuse KTN member who know they will be late or absent to a practice/class in advance (24 hours).  To excuse an absence or tardy please call #734-260-4920 and leave a detailed message or provide a signed note.  

Unexcused absences:  Practices or performances missed without a parent/guardian excuse call or note are unexcused. If you miss a complete practice, you will not be permitted to perform in the next performance with the team. 
Twirler Commitment
1. I agree to dedicate and commit myself to the Saline Twirlettes Kids to National team

2. I will uphold the standard of the Saline Twirlettes and represent the team and organization in a positive manner at all times.  I will display good sportsmanship to other KTN members and competitors of other corps at contests. I will maintain a positive attitude and be open to advice from my coaches and instructors.

3. I will attend all scheduled practices and performances. Absence will only be excused for mandatory school conflicts, family emergency, illness, or injury. If I am injured and cannot practice, I will still come to watch practice to keep up with routine changes. 

4. I understand the ultimate goal of KTN is to be optimally prepared to compete at regionals and national competition.

5. I will do all of the above and still have fun!

Parent Responsibilities
1. I will support the efforts of the Saline Twirlettes, KTN , individual twirlers and their parents.

2. I will help the team with fundraising, as necessary.

3. I will be responsible for getting my twirlers costumes altered and trimmed.

4. I will make sure my twirler is at all practices, performances and competitions except in the event of school conflicts, extreme emergency or illness. I will make timely telephone calls or provide written notes to the coach in advance of a practice or event accordingly.
5. I will make sure my twirler is on time for all practices/performances.

6. I will take pride in the accomplishments of the team and make every effort to promote the good name and benefits of the team.
7. I will not interfere with practices. Questions or concerns will be directed to Susan at an appropriate time.

8. I will help my twirler understand the seriousness of their commitment and encourage him or her to practice, have a positive attitude, give 110% , and have fun!

Failure to Abide by the Rules
While we hope this never becomes an issue:

If a twirler fails to abide by the Rules, the following plan of action will be followed:

                       1st time: problem will be addressed with twirler 
                       2nd time: problem will be addressed  with parent

   3rd time:  Meeting with parent, twirler, coach, director
                             

  4th time: dismissal from the team

If a parent fails to comply with the rules, the following plan of action will be followed:         1st time:  Director will address problem

                       2nd time: Director and Advisory Committee will address    

                                     Problem

                       3rd time:  Twirler will be dismissed from the team

Practice Schedule
Monday: Open Gym  Tuesday:  Practice Class    Thursday: Class time

Weekends: Lessons and Practices        Summer: Intense training:  June 1st-Nationals
KTN Schedule
Efforts will be made to schedule basketball game half-time performances in December, January and/or February at the University of Michigan &  Saline High School.  Other performing opportunities may also arise and will be shared with KTN members at the earliest point known.
Sept.                         
Saline Fair Parade, New Term begins
Oct.



Saline Homecoming Parade

Oct. 



Open Gym ; Sunday Lessons start
November:


NBTA State Contest/Miss Washtenaw/Teen
Nov. 



Marching band banquet

December( 1st Sat)

Saline Holiday Parade 

December ( 2nd Sat.)

Miss Holiday Contest

December ( Last school week)   Holiday Recital( Tentative)
Jan. 



Resume classes
Feb. 



Twirl Mania

March 



Congressional Cup Contest

May



Miss Majorette 
June:



Spring Recital

June-July-


Intense Training begins.

Financial
$125/$175 Commitment fee

-Costumes

-Warm up 
-Practice outfit

-Travel outfit
-Bag

-private lessons/clinics/dance/ballet training

-Summer fees, camp fees

-lodging, travel expenses

-Individual contest entries

-Other items as necessary

Fundraisers will be done to help offset costs of gym costs, coaches fees, attire, team dinners and send off party.  The concept is that all National team families will participate in ALL but one fundraiser.  
Agreement
In addition to The Saline Twirlettes Handbook, I have read and understand the Kids to Nationals above information and agree to uphold the terms, standards and expectations as stated.  
_________________________________________________________Printed Name:  Twirler                                           Twirler’s Signature & Date

_________________________________________________________

Printed Name:  Parent                                        Parent(s)’s Signature & Date

Director/date

Revised:  03/11
