Seven Twirlettes Compete at International competition at Disney
Seven Twirlettes traveled to Orlando, Florida over Presidents weekend to compete in the Twirl Mania International competition held at Disney’s Wide World of Sports Complex. Not only did the twirlers compete but also had the opportunity to perform in the Magical Parade at Disney’s Magic Kingdom and World Showcase at Epcot.

Grass Lake Students; Hanna Alvarez, Kierstin Norris, Sabrina Beiring, and Haley Alavrez competed at Twirl Mania for the first time and found great success. Saline Students Izzy Strozeski, Amanda Coy, and Erin Evans returned to this fun filled competition. 
In the Novice division; Kierstin Norris competed in the 7-9 division winning a 4th place overall award in the Pageant event which is an all-around event including modeling, basic strutting and solo.  Kierstin also won in open events; a 2nd in novice strutting , 7th in basic strutting and 12th in novice solo.

Sixth grader, Sabrina Beiring, competed in the 10-12 division and did very well overall. She placed 3rd in the Basic Skills pageant and in open events placed 1st in basic, 2nd in best appearing and solo , 6th in 2-baton,  and 9th in strutting, 
In the Beginner division the Alvarez sisters had a successful showing. In the tiny tot division Hanna placed 2nd in the Beginner Miss Twirl Mania pageant and also placed 3rd in open solo, 2nd in modeling, and 2-baton.

8 year old Haley  Alvarez, took home two Twirl Mania plaques by winning her open solo and strutting event at her first time at this large competition.  She also won 4th place in the Beginner Miss Twirl Mania pageant and 6th in open modeling. 

In the same division, Izzy Strozeski won the 10th place overall pageant award and won 2nd in the open solo and 6th in best appearing. 

Sabrina, Kierstin,  and Haley auditioned and was chosen to participate in the Disney parade on Feb. 15th at Magic Kingdom leading the afternoon parade.  It was quite an experience for these young ladies to march down Main Street USA. 
The competition continued in the Intermediate division, where Saline freshman, Erin Evans,  competed against 40 competitors and took home 4th overall in the Intermediate Miss Twirl Mania pageant. Erin also won 3rd in freestyle, 3rd in 3-baton, and 3rd in strutting. She represented Saline High School in the High School classic and won a 3rd place award.  
Amanda Coy placed 3rd in the Advanced Miss Twirl Mania pageant amongst a very tough field. Amanda was invited to compete in the Twirl Mania GOLD competition amongst the nation’s best and placed 10th overall by competing in freestyle, solo, and a 2/3baton routine.  She also won 1st in the open 2-baton and school solo.  Second place for her show routine , 5th in strutting, 7th in  3-baton and open advanced solo.  Amanda was chosen and twirled for spectators at the World Showcase Stage on Sunday, Feb. 16th at Epcot.  

Coach Susan Usher accompanied the team and was thrilled that all 7 girls twirled so well and placed in the top ten in the pageant events.  “It is quite an accomplishment to place in any event at this level of competition. The girls did outstanding. This is a testament to the girls commitment, hard work and parental support”; stated Usher.  This contest has grown and become quite competitive with the groups ranging from 20-45 competitors.  These twirlers along with the whole team will continue to practice to prepare for the upcoming competition season and nationals this July. 

