Saline Twirlettes WIN TWO Team National Championships

The week of July 20th was a big one for the National team of the Saline Twirlettes. The team headed to Notre Dame University for the National Baton Twirling Associations national competition called America’s Youth on Parade. (AYOP)  The team included 21 members ranging in age from 6 years old to 21 years of age, including Miss Michigan 2013 Haley Williams and Yale University Junior Chrissy Houle.  

The team won 2 National team championships plus had several individual winners and top ten finishers.  First, the “Muppets” team made up of:  Haley Alvarez, Sabrina Beiring, Lizzie Branch, Kelly Coghlan, Gracie Reilly, and Cori Walworth won the Pre-teen Small Dance Twirl team National Championship. The team faced over 25 teams from across the national and prevailed to be named the National champions in their category. This team has been a favorite over the past 2 years as they built their skills, teamwork and 2nd place placement last year.

The Junior team made up of 9 members also had much to cheer about. Team Members are Christine Cauley, Amanda Coy, Andrea Doa, Erin Evans, Natalie Haubenstricker, Colleen Issel, Izzy Melvin, Julie Palmer, and Chrissy Houle. The Team did their best performance of the season and was named the Junior Large Dance Twirl Champions.  This team made huge progress just this summer and it was a tremendous accomplishment to be awarded this title. 

“It was exciting to be at the awards ceremony and have both dance twirl teams be announced as the National Champions. It was such a reward for the twirlers, but also our parents, supporters, and alumni that cheered from the stands. It was a moment we will remember for a long time,” stated Susan Usher, the team coach.   These 2 titles launched the Twirlettes to their 14th and 15th national team championship. The last team title was achieved in 2011.  
The Halftime team;  “ ONE TEAM’ also made advancement in the Junior Halftime show team division. This new team won a 2nd place award amongst the nation’s best. The team re-entered into this division this year with a new routine and lots of new members. They did the best of the season on the floor at nationals.  “I could not believe how good they did, stated Twirlettes alumni and summer asst. coach Mary Ciotta.  It was unbelievable the job they did on the national floor”.   

The success of the national team is a testament to their hard work and dedication all through the year, but especially in the summer when the team trains 25-35 hours a week to prepare the team members for their individual events as well as preparing each team.  
In individual competition, the team brought home 63 top ten medals and 8 individual national titles. This was the most top ten placements to date for the team. 
The National titles are as follows:  Saline Sophomore, Erin Evans was a big winner capturing both her main events national titles. Erin was named the Intermediate (Age 13) Strut and solo National title winner.  Also in the Intermediate division, Grass Lake 7th Grader Lizzie Branch won her National Strut title ( age 11). Lizzie also won the Beginner Flag baton title for her age. 

National titles continued with Sabrina Beiring. The Grass Lake 7th grader won the Beginner (age 12) National strut title.  
Two baton showed to be strength for the Twirlettes; Haley Alvarez, Grass Lake 4th grader, won her (age 8 )Beginner 2-baton title.  Saline 8th grader, Gracie Reilly won her Novice 2-baton title (age 12) and team mate Zoe Dotts-Brown, Grass Lake 7th grader, also won her (age 10) novice 2-baton.  
This is quite an accomplishment to win a title at the national contest, but also to compete in the national pageant. The pageant means it’s an overall event and you must qualify by winning your state or region.  

Three young ladies represented the state in the National Beginner Pageants competing in modeling, interview, strutting and solo.

In the junior division, Kelly Coghlan placed 6th in modeling and 12th in pageant strut. 

Hanna Alvarez competed in the Beginner Tiny tot division and placed 5th overall in this national pageant by placing 6th in solo, 8th in strut, and 10th in modeling.  

Her sister, Haley Alvarez was in the Beginner Juvenile pageant and placed 6th in modeling and 14th in solo.  

As you move up the ranks the competition becomes much steeper and competitive.  In the highest competing division, 

Alabama Junior, Haley Williams, competed in the College Miss Majorette of America division and won the modeling portion of the competition and placed top 20 Overall. Haley also placed 2nd in her advanced strut qualifying her for the strut off. 

Chrissy Houle, Saline graduate, and Yale University Junior placed 6th in her solo, 15th in freestyle, and 13th collegiate halftime solo representing Yale University.  

“It was such a benefit for our team to have Haley and Chrissy back with us for the summer and contribute to the teams as well.  Their commitment to Twirlettes has never waivered and they provided leadership, hard work, and a standard for all to follow”, stated Usher.   Last summer, Haley was fulfilling her role as Miss Michigan and Chrissy was doing an internship in Washington D. C in Congressman Dingell’s office. 
In the advanced division, success continue for Saline freshman, Amanda Coy by placing 13th in the Pre-teen Miss Majorette of America pageant, she also placed 3rd in strutting, 3rd in solo , 4th in 2-baton, 2nd in American girl modeling, 5th in show twirl and made the top 20 in the National Majorette solo contest.  Amanda was in the finals for her strut and solo which is the goal for all advanced twirlers.

Izzy Melvin had a great nationals, winning 11th in her advance solo, 6th in strutting, 9th in show routine, 10th in 2-baton, 12th in 3-baton, 2nd in flag, 8th in duet with Coy, 4th in team member of the year, and 2nd in duet with Strozeski. 

New to the advance division, Colleen Issel, Saline sophomore did well in her first advanced appearance placing 6th in her strutting event and 9th in team member of the year.   Natalie Haubenstricker, Senior placed 13th in her advanced solo division and 10th in  2-baton. 

In the Intermediate division, Evans along with her 2 national titles, also won a 7th in duet with Houle, 8th in 3-baton and 9th in 2-baton.  
New to the intermediate division but doing very well was Grass Lake 7th grader Lizzie Branch who won two titles, but also placed 3rd in solo, 6th in 2-baton 3rd in show, and 6th in 3-baton. Lizzie placed top ten in all her events this year.
Christine Cauley won a 4th in 2-baton, 14th in strutting, 15th in solo and 12th in senior team member of the year. Cori Walworth placed 2nd in flag and 13th in duet with partner  Gracie Reilly.  Gracie also  placed 15th in solo, 12th in strutting,  2nd in flag and 10th in show twirl.  

Intermediate twirler and Saline Junior, Andrea Doa placed 4th in her show routine interpreting Swan Lake, 10th in strutting, 13th in solo, and 7th in flag.  Julie Palmer, sophomore placed 7th in 2-baton, 4th in flag and 12th in duet with Doa.
Kelly Coghlan, Saline Freshman, placed 3rd in strutting,10th in flag and 3rd in duet with Sabrina Beiring. 

Beginner Twirlers did very well overall.  Grass Lake, 2nd grader, Hanna Alvarez placed 2nd in her strut, 4th in show routine, 4th in 2-baton and 13th in beginner solo. 

Haley Alvarez won a national title, but also placed 2nd in her solo, 8th in strutting,  & 6th in show routine. 
  Izzy Strozeski, Saline 5th grader placed 2nd in open solo, 6th in strutting, 9th in show routine, 2nd in flag routine, and 2nd with Melvin in duet.  New to the national competition, Zoe Dotts-Brown not only won her 2-baton title but also place d2nd in flag and 12th in her beginner solo.

Along with her national strut title, Sabrina Beiring also placed 5th in flag, 10th in 2baton and 3rd in duet with Coghlan. 

Novice division, Elly LeCursi, age 8, won 5th in solo, 7th in strutting, 9th in show routine, 7th in 2-baton and 11th in flag.  
New to the national competition, Jenna Brower from Grass Lake had a very good first national competition. Jenna placed 9th in novice solo and strutting and 8th in flag. 

This year the team rebuilt and had great success.  The two national titles have inspired this group.  They now will reach for higher goals.  The Twirlettes would like to thank Saline Community Education,  Saline Methodist church, Milan Community Ed director Connie Cox, and Washtenaw Christian Academy for providing gym space because without facilities and high ceiling gyms the twirlers would not be as successful.  A huge thanks  to the team of coaches that assist during the year but also during summer training.  Asst. Coaches Amie Branch, Stacy Rehmann, Stacey Girbach, Mary Ciotta, Dana Kalem, Missy Towsend and Rachel Hofsess and Director Susan Usher. 
The Twirlettes will resume classes in the fall and will be accepting new students. The open house date is Thursday, September 18th from 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Liberty School Media Center. For More information :  www.salinetwirlettes.org
